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Goodevening! It is a pleasure and an honorto be here with youin Syracuse, the city of
Epicharmus world center for Greek theater both now and in antiquity. In recent days| anda
groupof very excellent students have been investigaing varioustopics in the anthropology and
mythology of Greek tragedy, and how Sophokles used these andent stories for his own purposes.
In the Trachiniae Heracles is themod important mythological figure, athoughonly oneof three
important dramatic figures. He came to Pleuronin Aetolia, in central Greece, to defeat theriver
AchdoudN the chorusdescribes ther struggle (503-530)N and win the hand of the beautiful
Deianira. They had children induding Hyllus thethird main character of Trachiniae but
Heracles left home often, Qo serve some man or otherO(35) on his famouslabors. The action of
theplay follows the completion of these labors, and the subsequent, treacherousmurde of
Iphitus (270-279 because of which Heracles and Deianiraare now livingin exile, in Trachisin
central Greece. Our drama also follows HeraclesOsack of thetown of Oichdia (236-269,351-
364), oneof the so-called parerga, which indudeHeraclesChatles againg a series of monders
and malefactors, induding Achdous Antaeusand Alcioneus

So N freely permitting those readers who want orly to read about Trachiniaeto skip
down to my discussion of tha play N | begin this evening with thefigure of Heracles, a
complex figure in interesting ways: the greatest of heroes, but unlike other heroes he had no

grave where people could worship, as hewas taken to Heaven following thelast scene of



Trachiniae, and he was often consdered agod In Classical times, he had a shrinenear the
harbor in Syracuse, and promised the Syracusansvictory over the Athenian invadersin 413
(Plut. Vitadi Nicia 24.6-25.1). He kept tha promise.

Thelife of Heracles reflects the standard biography of thelndo-European folk hero:
semi-divinebirth, prodigiouschildhood,initiatory adventures leading to marriage, heroic deeds

Birth: Zeusdesired Alcmenaof Thebes, who had jus married Amphitreus, both Zeus
and Amphitreus slept with Alcmenathe same night. Shebore twins Heracles and Iphicles. It&
standad for ahero to have amortal mother butadivinefather: so for example, alarge snake was
seen deeping beside Alexande@ mother Olympias, who was thusthoughtto bethe consort of a
god (Plut. Life of Alexande 2). Heracles grew up in the hous of his mortal mother@ husand,
al thetime both mother and sonignoiing the husand and asserting that the boy( father was a
god (enter Freud). Thestories of Zeus® many seductionsN Leda, Semele, IoN derive from his
composte status anorthern Indo-European sky gad (Jupiter = dies pater, father of the day)
joined to a pre-Greek fertility god,bom in CretelN the Cretans also showed his grave (Diodous
Siculus3.612)N and sometimes taking the form of a (Cretan) bull, as hedid with lo.

Prodigious childhood: as ababy, Heracles strangled the two snakes that Hera sent to kill
him.

Initiatory adventures: Heracles killed ahugelion on MountCitharon near Thebes and
was rewarded with the hand of the king@ daughter. They have children, but Hera sendsmadness
and hekills them. This myth is the subject of EuripidesOHercules Furens

Mog famoudy, Heracles then had to undetake 12 labors ordered by Eurystheus either as

punishment for murdering his children, or because in historical fact, Eutystheus® town Mycenae



ruled over HeraclessCtown Tiryns butlater this evening we may find a deper explanation. In

the Trachiniae Heracles mentionsfive of these labors (1092f):

Oh my armsE , thelion tha prowled theland of Nemea E  with your strength once you
overpowered it [please remember tha there were no lionsin andent Greece], and theHydra of
Lerna[shehad 100heads and was hdped by acrab] E andtheboa of Erymanthus and under
the earth the hdl houndwith three heads irresistible monger, theawful Echidna® whdp [thisis
thedog Cerberus whomHeracles broughtup from Hades], and thedragonat theend of the

earth, guarding the golden apples [in the Garden of the Hesperides = QVestern(Q

The canonical order of HeraclesOlaborsis notaccidental. They begin with 6 in the Peloponnese,
5 of them killing or capturing wild or strangeanimals: thelion of Nemea; the hundied headed
Hydra assisted by a crab; the Erymanthian boa; the Cerynaan hindin Achaa, with golden
antlers; the Stymphdian birds with metallic feathers and claws. As his sixth and find laborin
the Peloponnee, Heracles cleansthe stables of Augess, king of Elis near Olympia, in return for
some cattle. Augess refuses to pay, so Heracles kills him. Seventh, now outside the Peloponnee,
he captures the Cretan bull; eight, he tames and bringsto Mycenae the flesh-eating horses of
Thracian Diomedes; ning he seeks the bdt of the Amazon Hippolyte.

HeraclesQOlast three labors are joumeys to the other world to conque death and bring
back animals. He drives back to the Peloponnee thered cattle of Geryon, from an idand called
Erythria, @edOfrom the sunset, in thefar west beyond Okeanos Heracles borrows the sun@® cup
to gowest; en route, he sets up the pillars of Herakles; with his cattle hereturnsthroughFrance,

Italy, and Sicily, with many legendsand also many temples: the other nightat dinne a colleague



mentioned how many temples to Heracles there were in andent Sicilian towns Geryonisthe
herdsman of thedead, for jus near him are the cattle of Hades, which seem to be a doubkt, and
GeryonQ@ cattle are guaded by adog, the brother of Cerberus Then Heracles goes to thegarden
of the Hesperides to bring back golden apples. Finally, twelfth, hebringsCerberusup from the
dead.

My studentsin Syracuse will immediately recognize many points of interest in these
stories. Wearing theNemean lion-skin invites a binary, structuralist interpretation N nature /
culture N as man assimilates himself to animal, for example by clothing. So too, American
Indianswear feather headdresses and we like to wear leather and silk; jus so, the Centaurs, like
Nessos in our play, are hdf-man, haf-horse. (For astructuralist reading of Trachiniae, where
Deianirarepresentsthecivilized house, and Heracles thewild outside, see Charles Segd,
CsophodesOTrachiniae myth, podry and heroic values,OYale Classical Sudies 25[1977]99-
158). Jug asthere are nolionsin Greece, so the originsof some labors have been traced to the
mountinousnorth andto theNear East. An Iragi seal from 2400BC (H. Frankfort, Stratified
Cylinde Salsfromthe Diyala Region, Chicago 1934, p. 54 figure 50) depicts an armed hero
fighting a seven-headed snake bd ow afrieze of crabs like HeraclesQadventure againg the
Hydraat Lerna Mog of these storiesinvolve killing or capturing and bringing back animals or
food:the horses of Diomedes from Thrace, the Cretan bull, the Erymanthian boa, the Ceryndan
hind with golden antlers, the apples of the Hesperides. The story of the cattle of Geryoninvolves
an otherwordly quest againg amonder, with thesun as his trangoort. For hisjoumey back,
doubkets of the story recur. In book8.252-4000f Virgil@ Aened, Evande tellsthe story of how
Hercules drove Geryon@ cattle throughL azio and the monger Caco tried to steal them, dragging

them by thetail so thehoof marks would be backwards Heracles destroys Caco. Amongother



variants of this story, Homer mentionsHeracles fighting Git Pylosamongthe deadOand
wounding Hades (Iliad 5.397) Periklymeno<3 Pylos represents the gates (pylai) of the deed:
agan, Heracles has pendrated to Hades, overcoming adversaries and retrieving cattle.

It used to bethoughtthat all these stories represented the Ondo-European cattle raiding®
myth. However, that will notexplain HeraclesOmonger adversaries and his traveling to the
Beyond,fromwhich comered, live cattle or other animals. Now, jus as we have seen signsthat
Heracles has been in thenorth and aso in the Near East, let me read you addinition of the

GhamanOfrom the Encyclopadia Britannica.

Theword shaman is derived from aword in the Tungusc language of Siberia. Shamanism
occurs in widdy distributed nonliterate sodetiesin Central Asia, North America, and
Oceania. Theshaman isthecentral figure, hdpe and ahealer inahuning soaety. Heis
bdieved to have special spiritud abilities. He masters knowledgeof the hereafter and of the
earth. He can influence the dead, and he can act as a mediator between people and the
spiritud world. He is also capable of induang prey animals to thehuning grounds He wears
specia headgear which often imitate the head and the antlers of an elk. A shaman can make a
trip to the hereafter in theform of an "assistant spirit” or in theform of an animal. He can
take the soul of an ill person from theworld of thedead, after which the personrecovers.
Andwhen thereis athreat of hunge, hemakes atrip to the hereafter and catches the soul of
aprey animal. Shamansaso divinethewhereabous of game, the postion of theenemy, and

the best way of safeguarding and increasing thefood supply.

So for example, for the Eskimos seals are the property of Sedng the mistress of animals.



An inaufficient supply of seals meanstha Sednaisangry, often because people have
sinnad. The shaman in atrance sets outto the sea, appeases Sedna and bringsback seals,
sometimes by hapooning them. Asafootnote, | mentiontha | follow theview tha the
Paleolithic cave pantingsin Span and southern France recreated undegroundthe
animals tha hunters had taken, in the hopetha they would berebom.

Heraclesis a powerful man compdled to gointo other worlds wearing alion skin
headdress, to fight monders and bring back animals or €lse to raise people from the dead.
Fertility is also an important element of HeraclesOlegend, with many sexua adventures.

The hdtOof the Amazon Hippolyte is a metapha for sex; sex is an important
component of the Trachiniaealso, as Heracles fights to marry Deianira and produes
children; he bringsback home thebeautiful 1ole and a large crowd of women prisones.
Findly, note the Cerynean hindswith golden antlers. Theonly female deer with antlers
arereindeer. Jug asthelndo-European sky godZeuswas amalgamated with a Cretan
fertility figure who enjoyed sex, so in origin the Indo-European folk hero Heracles was
amalgamated with a northern Paleolithic huning shaman responsble for bringing food,
fertility, and thedead to histribe

These legendsform the backgroundof SophokiesOTrachiniae. In Greek myth, Heracles
isalugy character, wandaing, eating, killing monsters, having sex, providing food. Wha@ he
like in SophoklesCplay? Well, he also wande's, defeats mongers like Achdousand the centaur
Nessos, and has lots of sexN with Deianira, and then with lole, whomheindsts tha his son
marry, after hisdeath. But aswe shdl see, everything has goneterribly wrong Wha is going

on?



Of his seven surviving plays, Trachiniaeis SophdklesOonly purely domestic drama: it
has no political element. While our play isvery Sophodean, for example in the use of tragic
irony (thusmog congicuousy, Delaniratries to save ha marriage but thereby kills her husband
and then herself; at the opening of the play she says his ruin is oursO[line 85, not knowing how
truetha would be), it isalso very Euripidean: its mgjor theme isfamily relationsruined. Like
Ajaxand Antigone Trachiniaeis oneof SophodesQdiptych plays: thefirst haf presents
Deianira, the second hdf presents Heracles and his son Hyllus At the play® opening, Deianira
explainsto her nurse how terrified shewas to get married, because her suitor was theriver
Achdous Our friend and colleaguehere at Syracuse, Giovanni di Maria, suggests tha her

description of Achdous(9-14N to me, amos comic N reflects her persond erotic fantasies:

My suitor was theriver Achdous who used to come to ask my father for my hand,
taking three forms N first, clearly a bull, and then a serpent with shimmering coils,
then aman@ bodybut abull @ face, and from his clump of beard whole torrents of

water splashed like afountin.

Shedescribes thejoys of marriage, but also how much women suffer, fearing for ther loved
onesOsafety. Sounding something akin to EuripidesOMedea (see, e.g., Medea 230-266), she says

to thechorus

May you never learn by your own sufferinghowmy heart istorn ... Pleasurably [ayoung
woman] enjoysan untrouded life until thetime sheis nolonge called a maiden but woman,

and takes her share of worry in thenight, fearful for her husand or her children (142-50).



For Heraclesis away, and there are rumors and prophesies of dange. Deianira sendsther son
Hyllusoff to find news of him. A messenge now reports tha Heraclesis alive and well, and
Lichas, HeraclesQenvoy, enters with a group of women prisonas, amongthem thebeautiful lole:
Lichastells alongstory of HeraclesQcapture of thetown of Oichdia, whose king Eurytushad
treated him badly. Deanirarejoices and attempts to speek to lole, butlole remainssilent, and
has been silent since her capture. When Lichas goesindgde the messenge tells Deianiratha
everything Lichas said to her was alie. In truth, Heracles had fallen in desperate loveN or lugt

N with lole, and destroyed her father Eurytus@ city only because Eurytuswould notgive loleto
him; back in Trachis, lole will now share HeraclesCbed. Lichas returnsongage, andis forced to
admit that all thisistrue Deianirais philosophical: @ am not a spiteful woman nor onewho
does notknow howit iswith men N we cannotalways enjoy a congant happiness. How fodish
onewould beto climb into thering with Erosand try to trade blows with him, like aboxe. For
herules even the godsas he pleases, and herulesme N why not anothe woman like me? You
see tha | would be altogehe mad to blame my husband, because he suffers from this sickness,
or tha woman. Shehas been guilty of nothing shameful, and she has doneno ham to meO(438
448, see also 531-554). But Deianirawants her husand®love back, and so has Lichas carry him
aQnagic robeOgiven to her by the centaur Nessoswhom Achilles had just shot, and which
Nessos said would restore that love Shethen sees tha a small piece of wool tha touched the
robehas boiled away into dug when exposed to sunlight, and shefears shehaskilled her
hudand. Hyllusreturnsand reports that this has hgppened. Deianira goes to he marriage bed

andkills herself, usng adagge, which scholars agree mus bea sexud symbol: in Greek



tragedies mog (married) women kill themselves by hanging (see Nicole Loraux, Tragic Ways of
Killing a Woman).

L et@ pause for amoment to reflect onthe character of Deianira, which is certainly very
different for example from Antigone even thoughboth women are abused by men. Having
dramatized Antigone3 bold and complex character, Sophodes clearly wanted to try something
new. Probably onereasonthe Trachiniaeisnotso well known as Antigoneis that mos modan
women would not so sweetly excuse thar husbandObad behavior with other women. By
contrast, womenN and men tooN are thrilled when Antigonestandsup to Kreon. Deianira does
notundestand her lack of place in HeraclesOworld, which is aworld of men. Sheis so timid that
she can®even watch the contest between Heracles and Achdousthat will determine her
marriage (21-25, 523-528) Althoughshewaits for hisreturn, in the play they never meet. This
has been consdered a structural flaw, butsurely not: it speaks to the emptiness of their life
together. In an andogousway, in SophodesOOedipusRex Oedipusand his father meet only
twice, when Oedipus was bom and then at the crossroads They never speak, and both times
Laiostriesto kill his son (see M. Bettini and G. Guidorizzi, I mito di Edipo: immagini e raccont
dalla Grecia a oggi, Torino 2004 ch. 1: Q.acarrieradi LaioQ. To bind thetwo halves of
Trachiniae, nothing would have been simpler than to bring Deianira@® body out ondage

In my class my students and | have discussed the complex effect the character of
Antigoneproduas on her audience, both moden and andent. Thusfor example, although
Antigoneboasts tha sheis devoted to he family and was Gbom to loved(523), sheright away
tumnson her sister Ismene (whowon®bresk thelaw) and says Q hate youQ(86, 93). She coldly
announes tha had her baby or her hudand died, shewould jud let them rot, because she could

g another baby or husand; but because her parents had died, she could not get another brother
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(905-912). For another complex, disturbing example of strongwomen onthetragic stage in
EuripidesOMedea Jason scomns his wife for another woman, so in revengeshekills their two
children. Andent audiences would have been shodked, and moden audiences should be also.
Thepaticular geniusof Antigoneand Medea isto present complicated, sometimes
ung/mpahetic or even terrible women as nonghdess abused by men who are wrong But no
andent audience of men would have had complicated feelingsaboutDeianira. Delaniratriesto
make he hudand fall back in lovewith her, and when disaster occurs, sheonly killsherself. All
thewomen in Trachiniae are portrayed sympathetically. HeraclesQcaptive conaubineloleis
homibly abused and remainsmute; Deianirais entirely kind to her (Gher own beauty has
destroyed her lifeQ 465) By contrast, Clytemnestrakills her husand®@ hdpless captive mistress
Cassandrain Aeschylus® Oresteia. Deianira praises the nurse as spesking Qug like afree
womanO(61-63), even thoughsheis a save. EuripidesOAlcestis provides an impressive parallel.
Alcestisistheonly personwillingto die for her husband Admetos who however immediately
agrees to break his promise to her and take another woman into his hous. When Heracles brings
Alcestis back from thedead, she standssilent and hidden in front of her faithless husand, and
will not speak.

Thesecondpart of the Trachiniae bdongsto Heracles and Hyllus his sonwith Deianira.
Heracles enters, dying andin great pan, cursing and screaming. Jug as Deianirais madeto beas
sweet as possible, Heraclesis contrived to be as bad as possible. Much worse than Kreon or even
Ajax, he@ horrible! He abandonshis wife, hefallsin lovewith another woman whois young
and beautiful, hedestroysa whole city, Oichdia, because of hislug for thiswoman, and once he
has captured her, hesendsher to his wife@® house: again we may compare Agamemnonin

Aeschylus@ Oresteia, bringing his conaubine Cassandra home to the house he shares with
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Clytemnestra. Lichas, who unwittingy brough Heracles the poisoned robe (hewas On no way
guilty of thecrimeQ 773), Heracles smashes on therodks, splashing his brains mixed with skull
and blood. He repeatedly commandsabsolute obadience from his son Hyllus before Hyllus
knows what hewill beordered to do (11771257). We remember tha Kreon aso demandel
obadience from his son Haimon (e.g., Ant. 672,727-739). One of HeraclesOcommandsis to
bring his wife Deianira, who hethinksis still dive, outside, so he can see whether Gt painshis
son more to see my body mutilated or hers when it is jusly tortured(10681069) Another
command istha Hyllusmarry lole, the captive woman whom his fathe had slept with, betraying
Hyllus® mother. Thisis aimog as disguging as incest, and after he has shown theworld how
empty theinditution of marriageis. But Heraclesistotally egocentric: noonebuthis son should
possess awoman he possessed; in line 1246he says, At is noimpiety if youwill ddightmy
heartQ in line 997 hetells his son, @aise me up even if the poison kills you.Ol note that in the
mid sixth century, in PherekydesOversion of this story, Heracles asked Eurytosfor lole on benaf
of Hyllus notfor himself (see P. E. Easterling, Sgphodes Trachiniae[Cambridge1982]p. 17 n.
28). In Trachiniag, by acquiescing in his father@wishes, Hyllus shows himself aworthy son,
identifies himself with his father, and reaffirms the objectification of women as items of
exchange(Victoria Wohl, Intimate Commerce. Exchange Gende, and Subgctivity in Greek
Tragedy [University of Texas Press 1998]Part |: CSoverign Father and Female Subiject in
SophodesOrrachiniaed).

Heracles is also outraged tha he has been felled by awoman. O\ woman, afemale, in no
way like a man, sheaonewithouteven a sword has broughtme down(10621063 see adso

1070-1075) We remember too that in the Antigore, Kreon refuses to yield to awoman: Q am no
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man and shethe man ingeadOif Antigoneprevails (Ant. 484-85); O won®be called weaker than
awomanO(Ant. 680).

In avery few lines, Sophodes has contrived to make Heracles as odiousas possible.
Furthermore, in additionto Heracles, the othe men in Trachiniae are aso problematic. Lichas
totally liesto Deianira, immediately and directly violating his oath to Zeus(398-475) Hyllus
returnsto Trachis and curses his mother (810), all unavare tha she meant to commit no crime.
Like lole, however, shewon®responddespite the chorus3 pleas, and goes off silently to kill
herself (81314). Hyllusscreams when heredlizes thedisaster he has caused (932-942)
However, at 1230f henow blames lole for his mother@ desth and for HeraclesGcondition. Al
thisis certainly congstent with dramatic trendsin the years beween 458 and 431, theprobale
time of this play@ compostion. In SophodesOAjax, Ajax isterrible to his poa wife Tekmessa
(580-595). Euripidesin the Alcestis clearly enjoysportraying thefamousGreek heoes Admetos
and his father Pheres as utter swine, jus as Medea shows Jason and Kreon the king of Corinth as
horible. Sotoois Aganemnonin Aeschylus@ Oresteia.

Wha findly isthesignificance of this drama? As| have discussed with my students,
many people nowadays approach Greek tragedy as doauments embedded within thar own
political and cultural contexts, and thisis an approach | also follow. Even thoughthe Trachiniae
may seem to usableak domestic tragedy, what it representsisingead both very postive and
sodally progressive: a protest by Sophodes, a man, before an audience at least modly of men,
againg the mistreatment of women and men@ insenstivity to them.

To undestand this drama, we mug ask what was the situaion of women in contemporary
Athens Theconsnsusview of scholarsistha they were oppressed, kept indoorss, and tha thiswas a

development of thelate sixth and early fifth centuries. According to Michael Rostovtzeff, Gvomen
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did not play that part in thelife of fifth century Athenswhich they had played when Greece and
loniawereruled by aristocracies. .. Thetime of thar political influence, of ther importancein
publc life, had goneby... Democracy banished women from the street to the hous: thekitchen
and the nursery, and the gynaeceum now became thar sphaeO(A History of the Andient World .
The Orient and Greece [London1930]287). Andjus so, on AthensOacropolis before 480,17
dedicationsby women are preserved; after 480, we have only one(A. E. Raubitschek, Dedications
fromthe Athenian Acropolis: A Catalogueof thelnscriptionsof the Sixth and Fifth Centuries B.C.
[Cambridge1949]465). Many black figure vases before 480 show women at thefountain; only one
red figure vase does. Thelonian Herodotbs mentionswomen some 375times. The Athenian
Thugydides hardly mentionsthem, andin his GFuneral OrationOPeriklesN osengbly a progressive
democrat N remarks that the best thing for women is simply notto betalked about(2.46).

What explainswomen( greater oppression in classical Athens than in other times and
places? The standad view linksthis oppression with the growth of democracy and the growth of
freedomfor men. As early fifth-century democracy evolved as government by citizen men equd
togeher, men congioudy relegaed to themselves powers and privileges which therefore were
formally denied to all others: women, children, daves, foreignas, and allies. Josh Ober
oberves, Qhepolitical cohesiveness of thecitizenry was partly aprodud of the oppression of
non-citizen groupswithin the polisO(Mass and Elite in Democratic Athens[Princeton 1989 5).
These attitudes sometimes had vulgar, even brutal aspects. beween 510and 470, many vases
show scenes of violence agang women and proditutes, thar abuse and degradaion at thehands
of men (see Robat Sutton, GPomography and persuasion on Attic potteryQ in Pornographyand

Representationin Greece and Ronme, edited by A. Richlin [Oxford 1992] 3-35).
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However, after 460theatmospheae began to change Pornographyisnolonge seen, and
especidly after 450, vases typicaly depict polite romantic scenes of courting, bathing, and
weddings which Sutton compares to the 1960sfilms of Doris Day and Rock Hudson. Similarly,
Robin Osbome has consdered PeriklesCeitizenship law of 451in relation to white-figure
lekythoi vases and funerary monumrents. As many scholars have noted, PeriklesCstipulation that
acitizen@ parents mug both be Athenian must have elevated the status of Athenian women.
Osbomelinksthar enhanced statuswith theincreasingly prominent appearance of women and
children onlekythoi starting as early as 460, and on tomb monunents from the third quater of
thefifth century. Asheremarks, a person entering an Attic cemetery in thelate sixth century
would see monumrents amog entirely of men. A century later, he would see mogtly women and
children (R. Osbome, Qaw, thedemoaratic citizen and the representation of women in classical
Athens) Pag & Present 155[1997]3-37). Although| have no time this evening for adetailed
expostion of thistheme, 1@ quote just oneother passage from AristophanesOFrogs In his
debae with Aeschylus Euripidesremarks, "rightfrom my first plays | had women speak and
daves noless, and the master and thegirl and theold lady.O AeschylusN the older generation
N objects, "Oughtyou notto die for such audacity?" Euripides replies, "No, by Apollo, for it
was democratic what | was doing” (948-52). Between 458and 431, every extant Athenian drama
protests agang the mistreatment of women: the Oresteia, when Agamemnonreturnshome with
his conaubine prisone Cassandra, after having killed his daughier Iphigenia; the Ajax, where the
protagonist scorns his sweet wife Tecmessa; the Antigone the Alcestis in which the protagonist
istheonly personwilling to die in place of her hushand, who immediately ignores the promises

hemadeto her; theMedea; the Trachiniae
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Thus inthe Trachiniae Sophodes uses the mythological figure of Heracles for
contemporary purposes. Heracles becomes a symbol of wha is wrongwith Athenian men,
abandoning their housholds indulging in lugful sex affairs. This play isnotadepressing or a
OesserOtragedy. As pat of ageneral soda movement at Athens, the Trachiniae ever more
clearly and strongly defendsthe cause of Athenian women agang male self-centeredness and
violence. Furthemore, this was a cause tha AthensOwomenN and its menN won. My students
here laughwhen | mention Plato because they know tha | don®completely approveof him. |
especialy don®approve of his outragein the Republic, when he complains abouthow much
freedom (eleutheria) and equdity (isonoma) thereis between men and women in democracies
like AthensQ(Respubl. 563b) | don® approve of his outrage, butwe can all celebrate tha historic

accomplishment of AthensOdemocracy which SophoklesOTrachiniae he ped to advance.



